
AHOP School of Ministry	 Gifts of the Spirit

Session 1 

Announcements : 

• AHOP YM ZoomTube for middle and high school students - 
tonight at 7pm


• Study of the book of John on Sundays at 9am with Kevin 
Kincaid (starting on Sunday, May 3rd) 


• Watch our Sunday services live on Facebook and YouTube 
every Sunday at 10:45am


Opener : What has been your go to quarantine activity ?


Prayer 

Fruit of the Spirit vs. the gifts of the Spirit  
• Scripture says that we should be known for our fruit NOT 

our gifts

• Knowing the fruit of the spirit is the necessary foundation 

for understanding the gifts of the Spirit 


Galatians 5:16-26 

16  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the 
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these 
are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things 
you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21  envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I 
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, pat ience, k indness, goodness, fa i thfu lness, 
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23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 

25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 
26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying 
one another.  
1

• Pray that we might exercise the fruits of the Spirit as we 
study the gifts of the Spirit


• Okay, tonight - my goal is to give you the places in Scripture 
that talk about the gifts of the Spirit and after tonight, over 
the next six weeks or so, we will talk through each gift of the 
Spirit in detail - what it is AND what it is not 


Background study on the gifts of the Spirit : 

Romans 12:1 - 8 

12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship.


• Again, Paul is focused on our hearts and motives here - holy 
and acceptable, living sacrifice 


 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 


• Doctrine is never taught in the Bible simply that it may be 
known; it is taught in order that it may be translated into 

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ga 5:16–26). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 1

Bibles.
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practice: ‘if you know these things, blessed are you if you do 
them’ (John 13:17). 
2

Gifts of Grace

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not 
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned. 4  For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the same function, 
5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion 
to our faith; 7  if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in 
his teaching; 8  the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one 
who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the 
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  
3

• 	 Paul is pointing out the significance of diversity NOT 
uniformity 


• ‘Faith’ here has a rather different sense from that which it 
bears in the earlier part of the letter; here it denotes the 
spiritual power given to each Christian for the discharge 
of his or her special responsibility 
4

 Bruce, F. F. (1985). Romans: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 6, p. 222). Downers Grove, 2

IL: InterVarsity Press.

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 12:1–8). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.3

 Bruce, F. F. (1985). Romans: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 6, p. 226). Downers Grove, 4

IL: InterVarsity Press.
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1 Corinthians 12 

• Paul is addressing some issues within the Corinthian Church 
and brings some order with this letter


• Paul begins with the importance of a clear recognition of the 
Lordship of Christ. There are many spiritual gifts and they all 
bring glory to Christ; they never oppose him. 
5

12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to 
be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were 
led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3  Therefore I 
want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God 
ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is 
Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 


• The Lordship of Christ is not a human discovery. It is a 
discovery that is made and can be made only when the Spirit is 
at work in the heart. 
6

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6  and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them 
all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, 9  to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 

 Morris, L. (1985). 1 Corinthians: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 7, p. 162). Downers 5

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


 Morris, L. (1985). 1 Corinthians: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 7, p. 164). Downers 6

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each 
one individually as he wills. 

One Body with Many Members

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 
with Christ. 13  For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 
drink of one Spirit. 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 
15  If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would 
be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19  If all 
were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, 
there are many parts, yet one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the 
contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think 
less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which 
our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so 
composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked 
it, 25  that there may be no division in the body, but that the 
members may have the same care for one another. 26  If one 
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
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miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret? 31  But earnestly desire the higher 
gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
7

• It’s interesting to note here that the following chapter is all 
about love and chapter 14 is about the gift of tongues in 
prophesy in detail


Ephesians 4: 1-16 

• The apostle Paul wrote Ephesians to the churches around 
Ephesus (Acts 19) to display the scope of God’s eternal 
plan for all humanity—for Jews and Gentiles alike. This is 
the mystery of God, hidden for ages but now made known 
in Jesus Christ. The first three chapters focus on what 
Christians should believe, unfolding the glorious riches of 
God’s grace in Christ. Dead sinners are made alive and gain 
eternal salvation “by grace ... through faith” (2:8). The last 
three chapters explain the implications of God’s grace for 
the church, for individuals, and for families. This second 
section comes to a climax with a command to stand with 
the armor of God against the devil. Paul wrote this letter 
while in prison, probably in Rome about a.d. 60.5  

4  I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you 
were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each 

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Co 12:1–31). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 7

Bibles.
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one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it 
says, 

	 	 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 

and he gave gifts to men.” 

9  (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had 
also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10  He who 
descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 


• Note Paul’s concerns yet again : your character and integrity 
and unity within the church


11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, 12  to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain 
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that 
it builds itself up in love. 
8

• Every spiritual gift is for the edification and building up of the 
church 


 
8

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Eph 4:1–16). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.


Page  of 7 11



AHOP School of Ministry	 Gifts of the Spirit

Session 2  

Announcements : 

• AHOP YM ZoomTube for middle and high school students - 
tonight at 7pm


• Study of the book of John on Sundays at 9am with Kevin 
Kincaid (starting on Sunday, May 3rd) 


• Watch our Sunday services live on Facebook and YouTube 
every Sunday at 10:45am


Opener : What’s your favorite beverage?


Prayer 

Review from last week : 

• Looked at Romans 12, 1 Corinthians and Ephesians 4. 

• You find the gifts of the spirit in these passages

• The purpose of the gifts are to edify (encourage and empower) 

the Body of Christ not for selfish gain 

• We must address our motivation in desiring the gifts of the 

Spirit 


Gifts of Administration, Apostleship, Discernment, and 
Evangelism  

Administration  
The Greek word for the spiritual gift of administration is 
kubernesis.   This is a unique term that refers to a shipmaster or 
captain. The literal meaning is “to steer,” or “to rule or govern.”  It 
carries the idea of someone who guides and directs a group of 
people toward a goal or destination.   We see variations of this 
word in verses like Acts 27:11, and Revelation 18:17.
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With this gift the Holy Spirit enables certain Christians to 
organize, direct, and implement plans to lead others in the 
various ministries of the Church.  This gift is closely related to the 
gift of leadership, but is more goal or task oriented and is also 
more concerned with details and organization.   See also I 
Corinthians 12:28, Titus 1:4-5.


Apostleship 

The spiritual gift of apostleship is sometimes confused with the 
office of Apostle.   The office of Apostle was held by a limited 
number of men chosen by Jesus, including the twelve disciples 
(Mark 3:13-19) and Paul (Romans 1:1).   The requirements for the 
office of Apostle included being a faithful eyewitness of Jesus’ 
ministry and His resurrection (Acts 1:21-22; 1 Corinthians 9:1), 
and being called by Jesus Himself (Galatians 1:1).   The Apostles 
were given authority by Jesus to do many different things to 
establish the church, including writing Scripture and performing 
miracles (John 14:26, 2 Peter 3:15-16, 2 Corinthians 12:12).

There are no more that hold the office of Apostle today, but the 
gift of apostleship continues in a different sense.   Jesus gave 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and teachers at His 
ascension (Ephesians 4:7-12), and these represent a distinct 
category of apostles.   They do not have the authority to write 
Scripture as the original Apostles did.   They also have a different 
purpose in the sense of establishing the church – the foundation 
has already been set.

The mission for those with the gift of apostleship today is to plant 
new ministries and churches, go into places where the Gospel is 
not preached, reach across cultures to establish churches in 
challenging environments, raise up and develop leaders, call out 
and lead pastors and shepherds, and much more.   They often 
have many different gifts that allow them to fulfill their ministry.  
These are leaders of leaders and ministers of ministers.  They are 
influencers.   They are typically entrepreneurial and are able to 
take risks and perform difficult tasks.   Missionaries, church 
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planters, certain Christian scholars and institutional leaders, and 
those leading multiple ministries or churches often have the gift 
of apostleship.   See also Ephesians 4:11, I Corinthians 12:28, 
Acts 1:21-22, 1 Corinthians 9:1.


Discernment

The spiritual gift of discernment is also known as the gift of 
“discernment of spirits” or “distinguishing between spirits.” The 
Greek word for the gift of discernment is diakrisis. The word 
describes being able to distinguish, discern, judge or appraise a 
person, statement, situation, or environment. In the New 
Testament it describes the ability to distinguish between spirits 
as in 1 Corinthians 12:10, and to discern good and evil as in 
Hebrews 5:14.

The Holy Spirit gives the gift of discernment to enable certain 
Christians to clearly recognize and distinguish between the 
influence of God, Satan, the world, and the flesh in a given 
situation. The church needs those with this gift to warn believers 
in times of danger or keep them from being led astray by false 
teaching. See also I Corinthians 12:10, Acts 5:3-6; 16:16-18; 1 
John 4:1.


Evangelism 

All Christians are called to evangelize and reach out to the lost 
with the Gospel (Matthew 28:18-20), but some are given an extra 
measure of faith and effectiveness in this area. The spiritual gift of 
evangelism is found in Ephesians 4:11-12 where Paul says that 
Jesus “gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” The Greek word for 
evangelists is euaggelistes which means “one who brings good 
news.” This word is only found two other places in the New 
Testament: Acts 21:8 and 2 Timothy 4:5.

Evangelists are given the unique ability by the Holy Spirit to 
clearly and effectively communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
others. They are burdened in their hearts for the lost and will go 
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out of their way to share the truth with them. Evangelists are able 
to overcome the normal fear of rejection and engage non-
believers in meaningful conversations about Jesus. Their gift 
allows them to communicate with all types of people and 
therefore they receive a greater response to the message of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. They continually seek out 
relationships with those who don’t know Jesus and are open to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit to approach different people. They 
love giving free treasure away for Jesus (2 Corinthians 4:7), and it 
brings them great joy knowing that the “feet that bring good 
news” are beautiful to those who believe (Isaiah 52:7). See 
Ephesians 4:11, Acts 8:5-12, 26-40, 21:8, Matthew 28:18-20.9

 All definitions come from https://spiritualgiftstest.com/spiritual-gifts/ and are expanded upon 9

by the instructor 
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